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Save The Dates
June 25th, 9:00-12:00 Exploring Cultural
Diversity Through Play Training
July 7th, 6:00 to 8:00 -Raising Riley Provider
Appreciation Dinner
July 16th, 9:30-11:30 - Marketing Your Family
Childcare Business
July 21st, 6:00-8:00 - CLASS Observation
Training
August 11th, 6:00-8:00 - Zoo-Phonics Training
August 18th, 6:00-7:00 Provider Support

Training Opportunities
Cultural Diversity Training
This interactive training will explore,
through play and dialogue, the
fundamentals of attending to culturally and
linguistically diverse families and children.
We will also explore the connection
between home and school. Parents and
providers will leave with new knowledge
about culturally responsive play and oral
language development.

When: June 25th, 9:00-12:00am
Where: Family and Child Resource Center
Downstairs Conference Room
For more information or to register call or
email at: tkeene@rileycountyks.gov
785-776-4779 Ext. 7638

Zoo-phonics
Learn how to use Zoo-phonics© to teach
your children the letters and sounds of
the alphabet through music, song and
fun movements. Each provider will
receive a Zoo-phonics kit to use in their
classroom/program.
When: August 11th, 6:00-8:00pm
Where: Family and Child Resource Center
Downstairs Conference Room
For more information or to register call
or email at: dljones@rileycountyks.gov
785-776-4779 Ext. 7648

Marketing Your Family Childcare
Business
Join Raising Riley and learn more about
marketing your family childcare business.

When: July 16th, 9:30-11:30am
Where: Family and Child Resource Center
Downstairs Conference Room
For more information or to register call or
email at: rberish@rileycountyks.gov
785-776-4779 Ext. 7610

CLASS Observation Training
Come and learn all about the CLASS
observation tool. This is a great
opportunity to ask questions, learn about
the observation process, and receive some
helpful tips that will improve your
observation score, and the quality of care
you provide.

When: July 21st, 6:00-8:00pm
Where: Family and Child Resource Center
Downstairs Conference Room
For more information or to register call or
email at: rberish@rileycountyks.gov
785-776-4779 Ext. 7610
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Curiosity Building in the Great Outdoors
Young children are naturally curious and enjoy exploring
the world around them. They find countless things to
observe, investigate, and wonder about. Why does a
spider spin a web? Do birds have ears? How do fish
breathe?
As providers you can foster your children's natural
curiosity through outings. Even simple, short, inexpensive
excursions will pique your children's interest in the
natural world. For example, you could go to a park, pond,
vegetable garden, nature center, science museum, zoo,
fossil-laden hill, or beaver dam.

Talk about what you see. Your children might like to
draw some observations. Encourage questions by
writing them down in a notebook for further
investigation. Most of us find that we don’t know the
answers to all of the questions children ask, and it is
fun to research them together. Your children's curiosity
and spirit of investigation thrive when you are a fellow
scientist, wondering about things and checking them
out together.

Try these activities with your children:

Kids love to play outside! Let’s face it, we all enjoy a
breath of fresh air or change of scenery that the
outdoor environment provides. It’s a relaxing, stressreducing, tension-relieving part of the day, and a time
when much development and learning can take place for
your children. Think back to your own childhood. Some of
your fondest memories are probably of outdoor activities
and places.

Fly a kite or watch a tree blow in the wind.

Children learn through their senses, and the outdoor play
environment is a sensory wonderland. Your children can
see insects and clouds, smell flowers and the rain, hear
car horns and birds chirping, touch the bark of a tree or a
fuzzy caterpillar, and taste a freshly picked berry or sugar
snap pea.

Build paper airplanes

In addition, children learn scientific concepts through real
experiences such as playing in the mud, holding a rabbit,
walking in the rain, jumping into leaves, and playing with
worms. For young children, science is a natural and
spontaneous process — and sometimes a messy one! But
exploring the physical world can enhance your children's
understanding of science.

Blow bubbles

Build a simple structure from tree branches or
recyclables.
Plant a garden
Observe the activities of insects and worms.

Build trenches with sand and water, and dams with
sticks and stones.
Walk outside in the sunshine, rain, and wind.

Pay attention to the scenery, count and graph how
many pinecones you see.

Moreover, by promoting nature education, you give your
children a gift of a faithful, lifelong friend; provide lifechanging shaping, memories; foster self-regulation and
learning; and help develop cognitive, social, and
emotional skills and the understanding of oneself. As you
can see, a child’s personal interaction with diverse natural
settings is vitally important.
From time to time, pack a picnic lunch and make a day of
it. Be sure to take along a couple of containers (at least
one with holes in it) so that you and your child can collect
specimens. An inexpensive magnifying glass is also a
valuable field accessory. And don’t forget paper and
pencils.
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